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Dedication

To every believer learning to remain faithful when voices compete,
circumstances change, feelings fluctuate, and truth is pressured. May
these pages lead you beyond fear and argument into a deepet,
steadier life in Christ.
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Introduction

Book One of The Abide Series examined the world that competes
for our affection. Book Two turns to another struggle: the voices that
compete for our allegiance to truth.

First John does not prepare believers for deception by teaching panic.
Again and again, it calls them to remain. The answer to a changing
world is not a frightened believer who chases every rumour. It is a
rooted believer who knows where truth lives.

This thirty-day journey moves through four movements: the call to
abide, recognising deception, remaining in the truth, and remaining
taithful until Christ appears.

Each day follows the same rhythm: SCRIPTURE, DEVOTION,
WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?, TEST THE VOICES, PRAY,
TODAY’S STEP, and DECLARATION. Do not rush the exercises.
The goal is not to finish pages; it is to let truth become somewhere
you live.

Read Scripture for yourself. Test what is written here. No devotional,
author, teacher, platform, or technology replaces the Word of God or
the lordship of Jesus Christ.

The central invitation is simple: learn widely, test carefully, love
deeply, and abide in Him.
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PART I — THE CALL TO ABIDE
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DAY 1
ABIDE IN HIM

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:28

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before
him at his coming.”

DEVOTION

Abiding is not a religious visit; it is a way of remaining, Jesus calls us
to make our home in Him, not to remember Him only when life
becomes difficult.

A person can know Christian language and still live far from Christ in
practice. Abiding means allowing His Word to shape our decisions,
relationships, ambitions, reactions and priorities. It is not perfection;
it is continued dependence.

When voices compete for your attention, return to the centre. You
do not need to understand everything before you can remain faithful.
Stay close to Christ, receive correction, and keep walking in the truth.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Where have I been treating Christ as a place I visit rather than the
centre of my life?

What competing voice currently has more influence over me than
Scripture?

What would abiding in Christ look like in one practical decision
today?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr
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CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, I confess how often I have treated Christ as a place I visit
instead of the home where I remain. Draw me back to the centre. Let
Your Word shape my decisions, relationships, ambitions and
reactions today. When voices compete for my attention, keep me
close, make me teachable, and teach me to depend on You rather
than on my own strength. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Werite one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

10
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DAY 2
REMAIN WHEN EVERYTHING
CHANGES

SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 13:8
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

DEVOTION

Change is unavoidable. Jobs change, relationships change, plans
change, bodies change and seasons change. Yet the faithfulness of
Christ does not depend on the stability of our circumstances.

Remaining does not mean refusing to grow. It means knowing what
must change and what must not. We can adapt our methods without
abandoning our convictions.

When uncertainty makes you desperate for certainty, resist the
temptation to follow whoever sounds most confident. Let Christ be
your anchor while you think, pray, seek wise counsel and act
responsibly.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What change in my life 1s making me feel spiritually unsettled?
Am I confusing adaptation with compromise?

What truth about Christ do I need to hold onto in this season?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

11
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, so much around me is shifting, and I feel the pull to follow
whoever sounds most certain. Hold me steady in Christ, whose
faithfulness does not depend on my circumstances. Teach me what
must change and what must never change. Help me adapt my
methods without abandoning my convictions, and to think, pray and
seek wise counsel before I act. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

12
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

13
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DAY 3
WHEN TRUTH BECOMES
UNPOPULAR
SCRIPTURE
John 6:66-68

“From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked
no more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye
also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.”

DEVOTION

Jesus did not promise that truth would always be celebrated. In John
0, many disciples walked away because His teaching became difficult.
Peter’s response was not that everything was easy; it was that there
was nowhere better to go.

Popularity can measure reach, but it cannot measure truth. A belief
does not become true because thousands repeat it, and it does not
become false because it costs you approval.

At the same time, being unpopular is not proof that you are right.
Faithfulness requires humility enough to examine yourself as honestly
as you examine others.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Where am I tempted to change conviction simply to avoid rejection?
Have I ever mistaken opposition for proof that I am right?

Can I remain faithful without becoming harsh toward people who
disagree?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

14
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CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lord, I want to be faithful when truth costs me approval. Give me
the honesty to ask whether I am avoiding rejection or hiding behind
opposition. Keep me from bending my convictions to be liked, and
from becoming harsh toward people who disagree with me. Like
Peter, let me know that there is nowhere better to go than to You. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Werite one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

15
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

16
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DAY 4
WHEN ANOTHER GOSPEL SOUNDS
GOOD
SCRIPTURE

Galatians 1:6—8

‘I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed.”

DEVOTION

A false message does not always arrive sounding obviously false.
Sometimes it borrows Christian language while quietly changing the
centre of the gospel.

The gospel cannot be improved by removing everything
uncomfortable. Grace is not permission to ignore holiness, and truth
is not an excuse to abandon love. Christ remains the centre.

Discernment asks what a message actually teaches about Jesus, sin,
repentance, grace, salvation and obedience. Do not be impressed
merely because a message sounds positive, modern or empowering,

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What message have I accepted because it sounded attractive rather
than because I tested it?

What does this teaching actually say about Jesus?

Am I willing to reject something appealing if it contradicts Scripture?

17
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TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, guard me from any message that sounds good but changes
who Jesus is. Help me ask what a teaching really says about Jesus, sin,
repentance, grace, salvation and obedience, and keep me from being
impressed merely because it sounds positive, modern or empowering.
Make me willing to give up what is appealing if it contradicts Your
Word. Keep Christ at the centre of the gospel I believe and live. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

18
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

19
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DAY 5
TEST EVERY SPIRIT

SCRIPTURE

1 John 4:1

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out
into the world.”

DEVOTION

John’s instruction is serious and balanced: do not believe everything,
but do not become cynical about everything either. Test the claim.

Spiritual language can create a false sense of authority. A dream,
prediction, title, emotional experience or confident statement still
needs discernment. ‘God told me’ is not a substitute for truth.

The goal is not to become obsessed with deception. The goal is to
become so grounded in Christ that deception has less room to
control you.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What spiritual claim have I accepted without testing?

Do I tend to be gullible, cynical, or somewhere between the two?
What evidence would cause me to reconsider a belief?

TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in

context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?

20
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lord, make me neither gullible nor cynical. Where I have accepted a
dream, a prediction, a title or a confident voice without testing it,
forgive me and teach me to ask for evidence. Keep me from using
‘God told me’ in place of truth. Root me so deeply in Christ that
deception has less room to control me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

21
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

22
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DAY 6
KNOW THE VOICE OF THE
SHEPHERD

SCRIPTURE

John 10:4-5, 27

“And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before
them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a
stranger will they not follow... My sheep hear my voice, and |
know them, and they follow me.”

DEVOTION

Recognition grows through relationship. The more familiar we
become with Scripture and Christ’s character, the less easily every
strange voice can become our guide.

Not every inner feeling 1s God’s voice. Not every coincidence is a
sign. Not every open door is divine approval. Mature faith welcomes
prayer, Scripture, wisdom and honest examination.

Do not spend all your energy studying counterfeits. Learn the
genuine. A bank employee becomes better at recognising counterfeit
notes by knowing the real thing.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Am I becoming more familiar with Christ or merely more familiar
with Christian content?

Have I confused a strong feeling with divine direction?

What Scripture should I return to before making this decision?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

23
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TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Good Shepherd, make me familiar with Your voice. Help me know
Scripture and Your character so well that strange voices lose their
pull. Show me where I have mistaken a strong feeling, a coincidence
or an open door for Your direction. Let me spend less energy
studying counterfeits and more time knowing You. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Werite one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

24
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

25



ABIDE IN HIM | ABRAM S. MVUBU

DAY 7
DO NOT DRIFT

SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 2:1

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip.”

DEVOTION

Drift rarely announces itself. It happens quietly when prayer becomes
occasional, Scripture becomes background noise, conviction
becomes negotiable and obedience is repeatedly postponed.

You do not need a dramatic crisis to move away from the centre.
Small compromises can become habits, and habits can eventually
become a direction.

The good news is that returning is possible. You do not need to
pretend you never drifted. Bring your heart back to Christ and take
the next faithful step.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Where have I become spiritually inattentive?
What obedience have I been postponing?

What small change could help me return to consistent fellowship
with Christ?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

26
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, I do not want to drift without noticing, Show me where
prayer has become occasional, where Scripture has become
background noise, and where I have been postponing obedience. I
will not pretend I have not drifted; I bring my heart back to You.
Give me one small, faithful step today and the strength to take it. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

27
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

28
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PART II — RECOGNISING
DECEPTION

29
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DAY 8
IT IS THE LAST TIME

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:18

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time.”

DEVOTION

John’s language about the ‘last time’ is a call to spiritual alertness. It is
not an invitation to panic or endless speculation about dates.

History is full of confident predictions that failed. Christian hope is
stronger than prediction because it rests in Christ rather than in our
ability to decode every event.

Live ready without becoming frantic. The question is not whether
you can identify every sign; it is whether you are remaining faithful
while you wait.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Has fear about the future become stronger than my trust in Christ?
Am I consuming predictions more than I am cultivating faithfulness?

If Christ returned today, what part of my life would I want to bring
into obedience?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in

contextr
CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

30
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lotd, quiet the fear in me about the future. Let me hear John’s words
as a call to alertness, not to panic or speculation about dates. Keep
me from chasing predictions, and help me remain faithful while I
wait. If Christ returned today, show me what part of my life I need to
bring into obedience now. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

31



ABIDE IN HIM | ABRAM S. MVUBU

NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

32
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DAY 9
NOT EVERY VOICE IS TRUTH

SCRIPTURE

1 John 4:1

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God..."

DEVOTION

We live in an age of constant commentary. Everyone has an opinion,
a platform, a microphone or a forwarded message. Access to
information has increased, but access to wisdom has not
automatically increased with it.

A voice can be sincere and still be wrong. A voice can be confident
and still be uninformed. A voice can have many followers and still

lead people badly.

Discernment slows down long enough to ask: Who is speaking?
What are they claiming? What evidence supports it? Does it agree
with Scripture and produce the character of Christ?

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Which voices occupy the most space in my mind each day?
Do I verify information before passing it on?

What voice do I need to turn down so that I can hear truth more
clearly?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

33
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, my mind is crowded with commentary, opinions and
forwarded messages. Teach me to slow down and ask who is
speaking, what is being claimed, what supports it, and whether it
agrees with Scripture and produces the character of Christ. Help me
verify before I pass anything on. Turn down the voices that crowd
You out, so that I can hear the truth clearly. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

34



ABIDE IN HIM | ABRAM S. MVUBU

NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

35
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DAY 10
WHEN ERROR SOUNDS ALMOST
RIGHT
SCRIPTURE

Genesis 3:1; Matthew 4:5-7

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made... Then the devil taketh him up
into the holy city... and saith unto him... for it is written... Jesus
said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God.”

DEVOTION

The most dangerous errors may contain enough truth to sound
familiar. A statement can quote Scripture while using Scripture to
support an idea the passage never intended.

Context matters. Meaning matters. Motive matters. We should resist
the temptation to use one verse as a slogan for whatever we already
want to believe.

Discernment 1s patient. It does not rush to a conclusion simply
because a statement contains a familiar phrase.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
What belief of mine needs a closer look at its context?

Have I used a verse to support an idea rather than allowing the
passage to speak?

What would careful study change in the way I understand this issue?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

36
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TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lord, keep me from using a verse as a slogan for what I already want
to believe. Give me patience to study context, meaning and motive
before I reach a conclusion. Where I have made a passage say what I
wanted, correct me gently. Teach me to test a statement that sounds
familiar but moves away from Your Word. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

37
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

38
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DAY 11
THEY WENT OUT FROM US

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:19

“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us...”

DEVOTION

Not everyone who begins a journey with a Christian community
remains. John’s words are sobering because outward association is
not the same as inward faithfulness.

People leave for many reasons. Some leave because they reject Christ;
others leave because they were hurt, disappointed or confused. We
should not pretend to know another person’s heart.

Our responsibility is not to police everyone’s spiritual status. It is to
examine our own allegiance and remain rooted in Christ.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Am I relying on church association as evidence of spiritual maturity?

Have disappointment or offence weakened my relationship with
Christ?

How can I remain faithful without becoming judgemental toward
those who leave?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in

contextr
CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, I do not know the hearts of those who have left, and I will
not pretend to. Where disappointment or offence has weakened my
own walk with You, heal me. Keep me from relying on church
association as proof of maturity. Root me in Christ, and let me
remain faithful without becoming judgemental toward those who
leave. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

40
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 12
WHO IS THE LIAR?

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:22

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He
is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.”

DEVOTION

John asks a direct question about denying that Jesus is the Christ. At
the centre of Christian faith is not merely a moral system or spiritual
lifestyle but the person of Jesus.

When Jesus 1s reduced to a teacher, motivational figure, symbol or
tool for personal success, the heart of the gospel is weakened.

Protecting the truth about Christ does not require hostility toward
people. We can be clear about our confession while remaining
humble and loving.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Who is Jesus to me beyond the language I use at church?

Have I unconsciously made Jesus serve my ambitions rather than
surrendered my ambitions to Him?

What does confessing Christ require from my life today?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, I want to know who Jesus is to me beyond the language I use
at church. Forgive me where I have made Him serve my ambitions
instead of surrendering my ambitions to Him. Keep me from
reducing Him to a teacher, a symbol or a tool for success. Help me
be clear in my confession while staying humble and loving toward
others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 13
DO NOT DENY THE SON

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:22-23

“Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: but
he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.”

DEVOTION

To deny the Son is to lose the centre. John connects our relationship
with the Father to our confession of the Son. Christian faith is not
vague spirituality; it 1s rooted in Christ.

The pressure to make faith acceptable can sometimes tempt believers
to soften what they believe. But clarity about Jesus does not require
arrogance.

We can listen respectfully, ask questions honestly and still say plainly
what we believe about Christ.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Where am I tempted to hide or soften my faith?

Do I know what I actually believe about Jesus?

How can I speak about Christ with both courage and gentleness?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?
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PRAY

Father, show me where I am tempted to hide or soften what I believe
about Your Son. Help me understand honestly what I believe about
Jesus, and give me courage to say it plainly. Let me listen respectfully
and ask honest questions while speaking about Christ with both
courage and gentleness. Keep me from losing the centre. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 14
TEST WHAT YOU HEAR

SCRIPTURE
1 Thessalonians 5:21
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

DEVOTION

Discernment 1s a practice, not a personality trait. It requires slowing
down before reacting, forwarding, sharing or believing,

Before accepting a claim, separate facts from interpretation. Ask
what is known, what is assumed and what remains uncertain.

The disciplined believer does not need an immediate opinion about
everything. Sometimes wisdom says, ‘I need to learn more before I

decide’
WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
What claim have I accepted too quickly?

Can I distinguish evidence from interpretation in the information I
consume?r

Where would saying ‘I don’t know yet’ be a wiser response?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?
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PRAY

Lotd, slow me down before I react, forward, share or believe. Teach
me to separate what is known from what is assumed and what
remains uncertain. Where I have accepted a claim too quickly, show
me. Give me the humility to say ‘I don’t know yet” and the discipline
to prove all things and hold fast to what is good. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 15
DISCERNMENT IS MORE THAN
SUSPICION

SCRIPTURE

Hebrews 5:14

“But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age... to
discern both good and evil.”

DEVOTION

Suspicion asks, ‘What is wrong with this?” Discernment asks, “What 1s
true, and what response is faithful?” Those questions are not the
same.

A suspicious heart can find danger everywhere. A discerning heart
can recognise danger without becoming consumed by it.

Christian discernment should produce wisdom, not constant fear;
humility, not superiority; obedience, not endless analysis.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Has my desire to avoid deception made me suspicious of everyone?

Does my discernment produce peace and wisdom or fear and
contempt?

What would balanced discernment look like in this situation?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, keep my discernment from turning into suspicion. Where my
desire to avoid deception has made me distrust everyone, restore
wise trust. Let my discernment ask not only what is wrong but also
what is true and what response is faithful. Produce in me wisdom,
humility and peace instead of fear, superiority and contempt. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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PART III — REMAINING IN THE
TRUTH
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DAY 16
YOU KNOW THE TRUTH

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:20-21

“But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all
things. | have not written unto you because ye know not the
truth, but because ye know it..."

DEVOTION

John reminds believers that they know the truth. Christian
confidence is not confidence in our intelligence; it is confidence in
the truth God has revealed.

Knowing truth also creates responsibility. Knowledge that never
changes behaviour can become another form of self-deception.

Let truth move from your head into your habits. What you believe
should influence what you love, tolerate, pursue, refuse and practise.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What truth do I know but struggle to practise?

Where has knowledge become a substitute for obedience?
What truth needs to become visible in my behaviour?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?
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PRAY

Father, thank You that I am not left helpless; You have revealed the
truth to me. Show me the truth I already know but struggle to
practise. Where knowledge has become a substitute for obedience,
torgive me. Move what I believe from my head into my habits, into
what I love, tolerate, pursue, refuse and practise. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 17
THE ANOINTING ABIDES IN YOU

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:27

“But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in
you... and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.”

DEVOTION

John speaks about the anointing abiding in believers. This should not
make us independent of Scripture, wise counsel or the Christian
community.

The Spirit leads us into truth, but spiritual language must never
become a licence for private certainty that cannot be examined.

Remain teachable. Pray for understanding, search the Scriptures,
listen carefully and allow truth to correct you.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Do I use ‘God told me’ to avoid accountability?

Am I remaining teachable when someone challenges my
interpretation?

How can I seek the Spirit’s guidance while remaining anchored in
Scripture?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, thank You for the Spirit who abides in me. Keep me
teachable. Forgive me where I have used ‘God told me’ to avoid
accountability, and keep me from a private certainty that cannot be
examined. Give me understanding as I search the Scriptures, listen to
wise counsel and allow truth to correct me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 18
TRUTH DOES NOT NEED
REINVENTION

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:24

“Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the
beginning.”

DEVOTION

There is a temptation in every generation to believe that we have
finally discovered what previous believers missed. New language can
be useful, but the truth of Christ does not require constant
reinvention.

We should welcome genuine understanding and fresh applications
without treating novelty as evidence of spiritual superiority.

The question is not whether an idea is new. The question is whether
it is true.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Am I attracted to teaching mainly because it is new?

What timeless truth have I neglected because it seems ordinary?
Can I appreciate a new explanation without replacing biblical truth?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lotd, free me from the belief that I must find something new before
I can grow. Give me a heart that welcomes genuine understanding
without treating novelty as spiritual superiority. Remind me of the
timeless truths I neglect because they seem ordinary. Help me ask not
whether an idea is new, but whether it is true. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?

63



ABIDE IN HIM | ABRAM S. MVUBU

DAY 19
WHEN POPULARITY CHALLENGES
CONVICTION

SCRIPTURE

Galatians 1:10

“For do I now persuade men, or God? or do | seek to please
men? for if | yet pleased men, | should not be the servant of
Christ.”

DEVOTION

Popularity creates pressure because rejection feels personal. Social
media can magnify that pressure until silence feels safer than
conviction.

Christian courage is not loudness. Sometimes it is simply refusing to
compromise when compromise would be easier.

But conviction must remain accountable to truth. A stubborn
opinion 1s not automatically a biblical conviction. Be willing to test
both your critics and yourself.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Where am I being influenced by the desire to be liked?

Is this truly conviction, or simply personal preference?
What would faithfulness look like if nobody applauded me?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, free me from the need to be liked. Show me where the desire
tor approval is shaping my words and my silence. Give me courage to
refuse compromise when compromise would be easier, and humility
to test whether my conviction 1s truly Yours or only my preference.
Teach me to be faithful even when nobody applauds. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 20
SCRIPTURE BEFORE OPINION

SCRIPTURE

2 Timothy 3:16-17

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”

DEVOTION

Opinions are unavoidable. Scripture should not be treated as merely
another opinion among many.

Putting Scripture first does not mean refusing to think. It means
allowing God’s Word to establish the framework within which our
thinking operates.

Study carefully. Read passages in context. Ask what the text actually
says before asking how it supports what you already think.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Do I search Scripture to learn or to confirm what I already believe?
What opinion of mine needs to be tested against Scripture?

What would change if I allowed the text to challenge me?

TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in

context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lord, I have many opinions; let Your Word have the final say. Forgive
me where I have searched Scripture only to confirm what I already
believed. Teach me to read carefully and in context, asking what the
text actually says before asking how it supports my view. Let Your
Word frame my thinking and challenge me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will receive correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 21
WHEN YOUR FEELINGS DISAGREE
WITH TRUTH
SCRIPTURE

Proverbs 3:5-6

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths.”

DEVOTION

Feelings are real, but they are not always reliable interpreters of
reality. Fear can make danger look larger. Desire can make
compromise look reasonable. Hurt can make every person look
unsafe.

God does not ask us to become emotionless. He teaches us to bring
our emotions under the wisdom of truth.

You can acknowledge what you feel without allowing the feeling to
become your final authority.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What feeling is currently influencing my judgment most strongly?
What is true even if I do not feel it today?

How can I honour my emotions without surrendering to them?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, You know what I feel today. I bring my fear, my desire and
my hurt to You instead of letting them rule me. Show me which
teeling is shaping my judgment most strongly, and help me remember
what is true even when I do not feel it. Teach me to honour my
emotions without surrendering to them, and to trust in You with all
my heart. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 22
GUARD WHAT WAS ENTRUSTED TO
YOU
SCRIPTURE

2 Timothy 1:13-14

“Hold fast the form of sound words... That good thing which
was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which
dwelleth in us.”

DEVOTION

Faith is something to steward. Truth is not a possession we use to
make ourselves superior; it is a trust that should shape how we live
and what we pass to others.

Guarding the faith includes guarding our character. A correct
message delivered with a corrupt life can damage the witness we
claim to protect.

Protect what has been entrusted to you through faithful practice,
careful teaching and a life that gives credibility to your words.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What part of my faith have I neglected to protect?
Does my character support or contradict what I teach?
What am I passing to the people who watch my life?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

73



ABIDE IN HIM | ABRAM S. MVUBU

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, You have entrusted me with the faith, and I want to steward
it well. Show me which part of my faith I have neglected to protect.
Let my character support, and never contradict, what I believe and
teach. Make me faithful in practice, careful in teaching and consistent
in life, so that those who watch me receive something good. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 23
CONTINUE IN WHAT YOU HAVE
LEARNED

SCRIPTURE

2 Timothy 3:14

“But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned
them...”

DEVOTION

Growth is not always discovering something new. Sometimes growth
is continuing to practise what you already know.

We can become addicted to new sermons, books, revelations and
strategies while neglecting simple obedience. More information is not
always more transformation.

Continue. Pray again. Forgive again. Serve again. Tell the truth again.
Choose holiness again. Faithfulness is often ordinary repetition.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What basic truth do I need to practise rather than merely study?
Am I using new information to avoid old obedience?

What faithful habit do I need to continue?

TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lord, keep me from chasing new sermons, books and strategies while
neglecting simple obedience. Give me strength to continue: to pray
again, forgive again, serve again, tell the truth again and choose
holiness again. Show me which basic truth I need to practise rather
than merely study. Help me see the worth of ordinary repetition. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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PART IV — FAITHFUL UNTIL HE
APPEARS
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DAY 24
ABIDE SO YOU MAY HAVE
CONFIDENCE

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:28

"And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before
him at his coming.”

DEVOTION

John connects abiding with confidence at Christ’s appearing.
Confidence here is not arrogance about our performance; it is the
settled assurance that comes from remaining in Him.

You do not have to manufacture spiritual confidence by pretending
you have no weaknesses. Abiding gives you somewhere to take your
weakness.

Remain close to Christ today rather than trying to become worthy of
Him through performance. Faithfulness grows from relationship.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

Where do I confuse spiritual confidence with self-confidence?
What weakness do I need to bring honestly to Christ?

What would it mean to remain close to Him today?

TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, teach me to tell spiritual confidence from self-confidence. I
do not have to pretend I have no weaknesses, so I bring them
honestly to You. Let me remain close to Christ today instead of
trying to earn my worth through performance. May my confidence at
His appearing grow from relationship with Him, not from my record.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 25
DO NOT BE ASHAMED AT HIS
COMING
SCRIPTURE
1 John 2:28

"And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before
him at his coming.”

DEVOTION

The thought of Christ’s return can expose what we would rather keep
hidden. Instead of using that thought only to frighten ourselves, let it
call us into honest living.

A life prepared for Christ is not a life without mistakes. It is a life that
does not make peace with hidden rebellion.

Repentance is not humiliation for its own sake. It is the grace of
turning back while there is still time to walk differently.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What am I currently hiding from God or from myself?
Where do I need to repent rather than rationalise?
What would honest readiness look like today?

TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
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HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Lotd, the thought of Christ’s return exposes what I would rather
keep hidden. Show me what I am hiding from You or from myself.
Give me grace to repent rather than rationalise, and to turn back
while there 1s still time to walk differently. Let me not make peace
with hidden rebellion, and let honest living be my readiness. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 26
EVERYONE THAT DOETH
RIGHTEOUSNESS

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:29

“If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that
doeth righteousness is born of him.”

DEVOTION

John connects righteousness with practice. Faith is not merely what
we say; it eventually becomes visible in what we repeatedly do.

Righteousness is not a performance designed to impress people. It is

the fruit of a life being shaped by God.

Look for evidence in ordinary choices: honesty when lying would be
easier, kindness when irritation would be easier, restraint when
indulgence would be easier, forgiveness when bitterness would be
easief.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
What does my everyday behaviour reveal about what I truly value?

Where is God asking me to practise righteousness rather than merely
discuss it?

Which ordinary choice can become an act of worship today?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, let my faith show in what I repeatedly do. Show me what my
everyday behaviour reveals about what I truly value. Make me honest
when lying would be easier, kind when irritation would be easier,
restrained when indulgence would be easier, and forgiving when
bitterness would be easier. Turn one ordinary choice today into an
act of worship. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 27
WHAT MANNER OF LOVE

SCRIPTURE

1 John 3:1

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God...”

DEVOTION

John’s question is worth slowing down over: what kind of love has
the Father given us? Christian identity begins with receiving God’s
love, not earning a place through performance.

Knowing that we are loved changes how we face rejection,
temptation and pressure. We do not need every human voice to
approve us when our identity is rooted in God.

Abiding is therefore not merely defensive. It is relational. We remain
because we belong.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?
Am I living from God’s love or trying to earn worth from people?

How does knowing I belong to God change the way I respond to
rejection?

Where do I need to receive God’s love rather than perform for
approval?

TEST THE VOICES
SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, I behold what manner of love You have given me, and I want
to slow down and receive it. Where I have been trying to earn worth
from people, set me free. Let the knowledge that I belong to You
change how I face rejection, temptation and pressure. Teach me to
live from Your love rather than perform for approval. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 28
WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM

SCRIPTURE

1 John 3:2

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him..."

DEVOTION

John points beyond the present to transformation. We do not yet see
everything we will be, but hope gives direction to the life we live now.

Christian hope is not escape from responsibility. It i1s confidence that
God is completing a work we cannot complete by ourselves.

Let the future shape the present. If you hope to become like Christ,
practise Christlike character now: truthfulness, love, purity, courage,
mercy and humility.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What kind of person am I becoming?

Does my present life point toward the person I hope to be in Christ?
Which Christlike quality needs deliberate practice in me?

TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?
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PRAY

Father, thank You that You are completing a work in me that I
cannot complete myself. Show me what kind of person I am
becoming. Let my hope for the future shape my present, and teach
me truthfulness, love, purity, courage, mercy and humility now. Give
me one Christlike quality to practise deliberately today. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.

93



ABIDE IN HIM | ABRAM S. MVUBU

NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 29
PURIFY YOURSELF IN HOPE

SCRIPTURE

1 John 3:3

“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.”

DEVOTION

Hope can purity because it changes what we consider worth
pursuing. When the future is anchored in Christ, temporary applause
loses some of its powetr.

Purity is not only about avoiding obvious wrongdoing. It also
involves examining motives, ambitions, private habits and the desires
we allow to govern us.

Do not wait for perfect circumstances to pursue holiness. Begin with
the next choice.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What desire is competing with my devotion to Christ?

What private habit needs to be brought into the light?

What one choice today would move me toward greater purity?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
context?

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?

FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?
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PRAY

Lotd, let hope change what I consider worth pursuing. Show me
which desire is competing with my devotion to You, and which
private habit needs to be brought into the light. Examine my motives,
my ambitions and my desires. I will not wait for perfect
circumstances; give me strength to make one choice today that moves
me toward purity. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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DAY 30
REMAIN FAITHFUL

SCRIPTURE

1 John 2:24, 28

“Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the
beginning... And now, little children, abide in him.”

DEVOTION

Thirty days can end, but abiding cannot. The purpose of this journey
is not to finish a devotional; it is to continue living the truth after the

final page.

Deception will continue to exist. Voices will continue to compete.
Culture will continue to change. But Christ remains worthy of our
trust.

You will have days of strength and days of weakness. You may have
questions, disappointments and moments when your faith feels small.
Return. Remain. Abide. Faithfulness is not never struggling; it is
continuing to turn toward Christ.

WHAT ARE YOU BELIEVING?

What have these thirty days exposed about my faith?

What practice from this journey will I carry forward?

When I am tempted to drift, what will help me return to Christ?
TEST THE VOICES

SCRIPTURE — What does the relevant passage actually say in
contextr

CHRIST — Does this keep Jesus central?

TRUTH — What is fact, what is interpretation, and what remains
uncertain?
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FRUIT — What does this belief produce in character and behaviour?
HUMILITY — Am I willing to be corrected?

PRAY

Father, thank You for these thirty days. Show me what they have
exposed about my faith, and help me carry forward the practice that
matters most. When I am tempted to drift, help me return. On days
of strength and days of weakness, keep me turning toward Christ.
Help me remain and abide, today and long after the final page. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

TODAY’S STEP

Write one sentence describing what today’s reading is asking you to
believe, one sentence describing the action it requires, and then take
that action before the day ends. Keep it practical, truthful and
Christ-centred.

DECLARATION

I will remain in Christ.

I will test what I hear without becoming cynical.
I will recetve correction with humility.

I will choose truth over pressure.

I will let my faith become visible in how I live.
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NOTES AND TODAY’S STEP
What is today’s reading asking me to believe? What is the one
action I will take before the day ends?
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Author’s Final Note

These thirty days were never meant to make you afraid of the world
around you. They were written to help you become rooted in Christ
within it.

Discernment is necessary, but suspicion is not the destination. Truth
matters, but truth should form love, humility, integrity, courage and

faithful action. The believer who knows every controversy but has
forgotten how to love has not reached the goal.

Keep reading Scripture. Keep asking honest questions. Keep
learning. Keep recetving correction. Keep testing what you hear.
Keep doing the ordinary work in front of you with integrity.

When you fail, return. When you are confused, return. When you
succeed, remain humble. When the voices become loud, remember
where home is.

The thirty days are over. Your abiding is not.

— Abram S. Mvubu
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THE ABIDE SERIES
BOOK TWO

" ABIDE IN HIM

AINING FAITHFUL IN AN AGE OF DECEPTION

n an age where truth is questioned, values are reversed and
voices are everywhere, how do you remain faithful to Christ?

Abide in Him is Book Two of The Abide Series, a 30-day devotional
journey inspired by 1 John. It equips you to recognise deception,
discern what is true, and remain grounded in Christ in a world that
constantly pulls believers away from the truth.

This book will help you develop spiritual discernment, strengthen
your faith, and learn to test what you hear, see and believe—so you can

continue to walk with God with confidence and clarity.

You do not have to fear a deceived world when you are rooted
in the truth. Abiding in Christ gives you clarity, courage and
the strength to remain faithful.

INSIDE THIS 30-DAY JOURNEY YOU WILL FIND:
Daily Scripture and devotion Declarations to strengthen faith

: Guidance on recognising
Honest reflection questions ] : - -
deception

Prayers for greater discernment Real-life insights and examples

. ‘ A call to remain faithful in
Practical steps for everyday life , "
an age of deception

Y
s

The world may change, culture may change, circumstances may change,
but Christ remains. Abide in Him.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Abram S. Mvubu is a South African author,
entrepreneur and Business Systems
graduate. His writing explores faith,
identity, resilience, purpose and personal
transformation. His Scripture-centred
reflections encourage readers to remain
grounded in Christ in everyday life.




